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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS 

VOL. 30 MARCH 19, 1915 No. 12 

THE CONTROL OF A TRACHOMA OUTBREAK. 
WORK CARRIED OUT AT YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO. 

In January, 1914, the Youngstown Sheet & Tubo Co., located at 
Youngstown, Ohio, made a request through the Ohio State board of 
health for the detail of an officer to make a survey of the workmen 
and the conditions under which they worked and lived, with regard 
to the treatment and control of an outbreak of trachoma, which had 
been discovered among those employed in the plant and others living 
in the village of East Youngstown, Ohio. 

Surg. J. W. Schereschewsky was detailed to make the investiga- 
tion, and his report was published in the Public Health Reports of 
March 6, 1914, pages 560 to 570. 

On March 4, Mr. C. S. Robinson, second vice president of the 
Youngstown Sheet & Tubo Co., forwarded the following statement 
of what they had accomplished and were accomplishing as a result 
of the recommendations made at the time of the investigation : 

On February 9, 1914, the Youngstown Sheet & Tube Co. opened a 
trachoma hospital in a building two doors west of the north entrance 
of their plant. This was a brick building which had been used for a 
saloon and rooming house. 

The services of a registered nurse were secured on full time. The 
services of an eye specialist for treatment and diagnosis, who gave as 
much of his time daily to the work as was required, was also arranged 
for. 

The hospital was equipped with cots and cot beds, bedding, etc., 
for 36 patients. A kitchen and dining and lounging rooms were 
equipped, and necessary medicines, chairs, and instruments for 
treatment provided. A bathroom with three shower baths was 
installed. 

All the men whom the company's surgeon pronounced to be 
afflicted with trachoma were brought to the hospital for treatment, 
and the patients decided to be a menace to other persons were con- 
fined in the hospital. These men were stripped, bathed, and given 
new clothing; the old clothing was fumigated and returned to them 
when discharged. 
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A house-to-house survey of the village of East Youngstown was 
made by one of the company's officials with the village health officer, 
and all suspicious eye cases were sent to the hospital. 

Placards in English and a number of foreign languages, telling of 
the danger of eye diseases, were posted throughout the mill and 
village. 

Living conditions in boarding house3 were investigated and sug- 
gestions made to remedj^ those found to be bad. 

Where it was found necessary to operate to relieve sufferers this 
was done by the specialist. 

The hospital was open from February 9 to August 31, 1914, and 
during most of this time the services of a nurse of the Blind Commis- 
sion of the State of Ohio was furnished gratuitously. During the 
time the hospital was in use 242 patients were treated, 187 of these 
being employed by the company. Sixty-two cases were in quaran- 
tine, eight of which were of outside patients. Thirteen thousand one 
hundred and eighty-three treatments were given. While the hos- 
pital is nominally closed, trachoma patients are still being treated, 
there being nine at this time. The specialist makes the diagnosis 
and the nurse of the Ohio Blind Commission, who is still on duty, 
gives treatment. 

On March 1, 1914, the company employed a surgeon on full time, 
who now has an assistant. 

Physical examination of all persons applying for work is being made. 

A health board for the village has been appointed, the company's 
chief surgeon being one of the board. 

Arrangements have about been completed by the village for a good 
water supply. 

The partly completed sewerage system has been finished. Insani- 
tary privies are being abated under the direction of the health board. 

A garbage collection and disposal system has been installed. 

An attempt is being made to regulate overcrowding of lodging and 
boarding houses. 

Streets are rapidly being graded and paved. 

A physician has been appointed village health officer. 

Thus it can be seen that most of Dr. Schereschewsky's recommen- 
dations affecting the village have been carried out, or work is being 
done to this end. 

INTERSTATE MIGRATION OF TUBERCULOUS PERSONS. 

ITS BEABING ON THE PUBLIC HEALTH WITH REFERENCE TO THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 

By P. M. Caebingtom, Surgeon, United States Public Health Service. 

Under dates of October 30 and December 24, 1913, the writer was 
detailed by the Surgeon General, United States Public Health Service, 
to make an investigation in southern California of the influence of the 



